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Dear Friends,
The idea for this concert came 
to me last season in the midst 
of a performance of Rossini’s 
magnificent Overture to the 
Barber of Seville. Two minutes 
in, we heard the iconic theme 
immortalized in the old Bugs 
Bunny cartoons. That’s when 
someone in the audience 

suddenly let out a loud burst of laughter. What a surprise 
it must have been for that person to suddenly realize this 
wasn’t an unfamiliar piece at all.

I thought a lot about the delight conveyed by that 
joyful burst of laughter. With the world seemingly at our 
fingertips, I wondered, can we ever truly be surprised? 
Apparently, the Kingston Symphony has found a way.

Which brings me to today’s concert - a bit of mad science 
as programming goes. More than one of my conductor 
colleagues has told me, “You’re nuts!” Admittedly, it is 
unusual, possibly unheard of, to mount a Masterworks 
concert that leaves the audience in the dark about the 
music we are playing.

That’s why I’m so grateful for your abiding trust in the 
Kingston Symphony. We have put together a wonderful 
concert filled with true surprises and rich, beautiful 
repertoire. I promise it will be a concert to remember.  
After all, what could be better than sharing a surprise  
with your friends?

Yours in music, 
Evan Mitchell
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Angela Cheng, Piano

Praised for her brilliant technique, tonal beauty, and 
superb musicianship, Canadian pianist Angela Cheng 
is one of our country’s national treasures. In addition to 
regular appearances with every major orchestra in Canada, 
she has performed with the American symphonies of 
Buffalo, Colorado, Houston, Indianapolis, Jacksonville, 
Louisiana, Rhode Island, San Diego, Saint Louis, and Utah, 
as well as internationally with London, Israel, and Brazil’s 
Minas Gerais. 

Highlights of the 2025-2026 season include appearances 
with the Akron Symphony, Victoria Symphony, Saskatoon 
Symphony Orchestra, Regina Symphony, and Richmond 
Symphony, as well as Vancouver’s ArtSpring and Vetta 
Chamber Music, Edmonton Recital Society, and many 
others. Ms Cheng has performed at Carnegie Hall,  
the Kennedy Center, 92nd Street Y, and Wigmore Hall. 



She has also appeared at the Musikverein in Vienna, the 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Teatro Colon in Buenos 
Aires, Mariinsky Concert Hall in St. Petersburg, and the 
Sydney Opera House. Festival appearances include 
Verbier, Edinburgh, Miyazaki, Stars of the White Nights in 
St. Petersburg, and the George Enescu Festival in Romania. 

Ms Cheng regularly appears in recitals throughout the 
United States and Canada. North American festival 
performances include Banff, Chautauqua, Colorado, Great 
Lakes Chamber Music, Vancouver, Toronto, and Quebec’s 
Festival International de Lanaudière. An active chamber 
musician, she was a member of the Zukerman Trio and 
Chamber Players for nearly a decade, performing with 
the ensembles and as Pinchas Zukerman’s collaborative 
pianist in many national and international tours. She 
continues to perform with her husband, pianist Alvin Chow, 
and with numerous ensembles and chamber societies, 
including the Takács, Colorado, and Vogler quartets. 

168 WELLINGTON STREET, KINGSTON
WWW.HEISTRESTAURANT.CA

HEISTRESTAURANT

 *offer limited to one per table with beverage purchase

JOIN US AFTER THE SHOW
ITALIAN-INSPIRED MODERN FARE + SEAFOOD

RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY SHAREABLE 
WHEN YOU SHOW THIS PROGRAM

https://heistrestaurant.ca/


Ms Cheng teaches masterclasses at North American and 
Asian institutions, including Toronto’s Royal Conservatory 
of Music, Hong Kong Academy for the Performing Arts, 
Taiwan’s Taichung University, Indiana University, the 
University of Michigan, Music Institute of Chicago, and 
the University of Texas, to name a few. She has served 
on the jury of many competitions, including the Cliburn 
International Junior Piano Competition, Dallas International 
Piano Competition, Esther Honens International Piano 
Competition, Montreal International Piano Competition, 
and the Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition, 
among others. 

Ms Cheng was the first Canadian to win the prestigious 
Montreal International Piano Competition. Other awards 
include third prize at the Arthur Rubinstein International 
Piano Masters Competition, the Canada Council’s coveted 
Career Development Grant, and the Medal of Excellence 
for outstanding interpretations of Mozart from the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. A native of Hong Kong, 
Ms Cheng studied extensively with Menahem Pressler at 
Indiana University as well as Sascha Gorodnitzki at The 
Juilliard School. She is currently on the artist faculty of the 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music where she was honored 
with the 2011-2012 Excellence in Teaching Award. 



KINGSTON’S
LARGEST EVENT
COMPLEX

Show your Kingston Symphony ticket when
you visit The Cannery Kitchen & Social!

Flexible event space for weddings,
social events, and conferences

Host up to 600 guests

Advanced AV equipment

On-site catering & F&B Manager

Exclusive stay packages in the complex
at:

1550 Princess Street, Kingston ON K7M 9E3   |   613-548-3696   |   ygkkc_ds@hilton.com
*Valid until December 31, 2026, daily from 4pm. Cannot be combined with any other discounts. Dine-in only. 

ENJOY 15% OFF FOOD

https://www.cannerysocial.com/kingston
https://www.gogordons.com/


Trio 
Hochelaga
Sun, Nov 1 at 2:30pm
Celebrated for precision and 
expressive depth, this acclaimed 
ensemble performs classical and 
contemporary repertoire. 
Tickets from $45

Jan Lisiecki
Sun, Nov 15 at 2:30pm
Acclaimed pianist performs dance-
inspired works by Chopin, Brahms, 
and Bartók. Tickets from $70

Jupiter Ensemble
Tues, Nov 24 at 7:30pm
Leading young period-instrument artists 
deliver a performance of exceptional 
energy, artistry, and insight. Tickets from $60

queensu.ca/theisabel  613-533-2424

https://www.queensu.ca/theisabel/
https://kingstonchoralsociety.ca/


A Celtic String Fling
November 13, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

Side-By-Side Strings
March 5, 2027 at 6 p.m. and 7:15 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

Last Night 
of the Proms
May 21, 2027 at 7:15 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

For more information, please visit 
kingstoncommunitystrings.ca.

https://kingstonsymphony.ca/pages/kingston-community-strings
https://kingstonlaser.com/


Kingston Symphony
Evan Mitchell, Music Director

Violin

Katya Poplyansky,  
Concertmaster*
In memory of  
Ross & Jean Beers

Lyssa Pelton,  
Acting Assistant 
Concertmaster

Julia McFarlane,  
Principal Second 
Violin

Taj and Ameena Jaffer 
Chair

Andrew Dicker

Lisa Draper

Kiri-Christina Fill

Venetia Gauthier

Veda Hingert-
McDonald

Simon Kim

Emily Misura

Kelly Purpura

Iana Urazova

Kirsten Waymann

Peter Wowk

Viola

Grace Kyungrok 
Moon,  
Principal

Joy of Music Chair

Andrew Farmer

Suzanne Fegan

Hudson Maness

Rachel Stewart

Cello
Section in memory of 
Captain Matt Dawe,  
KIA Afghanistan  
4 July 2007

Jill Vitols,  
Acting Principal

Massimo Amodio

Charles Fung

Jeff Hamacher
In memory of  
Hans Westenberg 

Don McLean

Bass

Eric Lee,  
Principal

Bob Mills

Sherri Preuss

Flute

Amelia Lyon,  
Principal

In memory of 
Russell Lyon

Heather Kilborn

Graham McVeety

Oboe

Paul Goeglein,  
Guest Principal

Charles Simonds 
Chair

Marat Mulyukov

Clarinet

David Gazaille,  
Acting Principal

Isabella Czyrnyj
Aureliana Krebs-
Carstens Chair

Thanks to the generosity of Canimex Inc., from Drummondville, Quebec,  
Katya Poplyansky performs on a Giuseppe Guarneri “del Gesù” violin, Cremona, 
ca. 1726-29, “Schroetter”, a Sartory bow, and a Dipper baroque bow.



Vinyl
Records Sale
October 22 - 25, 2026
LPs, CDs, DVDs, stereo equipment and more!

To donate and for more information, please visit 
kingstonsymphony.ca or call 613-546-9729.

Kingston Symphony Warehouse
785 Sir John A. Macdonald Boulevard, Unit 7A

Bassoon

Ben Glossop,  
Principal

Katie Legere

Horn

Olivier Brisson,  
Principal

Cory van Allen

Emily Cavers

Christina Michie

Trumpet

Brian Roberts,  
Principal

Mike Verner

Trombone

Raymond 
Carruthers,  
Guest Principal

Susan Dustan

Collins Saunders

Timpani

David Therrien 
Brongo,  
Acting Principal

In memory of  
Janet Ferguson-Cook

Percussion

Catherine 
Cherrier

https://kingstonsymphony.ca/blogs/fundraising-events/october-vinyl-records-sale


*

Barristers & Solicitors  |  613.542.7867  |  www.vinerkennedy.com
The Royal Block  |  Suite 300, 366 King St. E., Kingston, ON  K7K 6Y3

Haydn & Gounod
November 24, 2026 at 7 p.m.
The Spire

Side-By-Side Strings
March 5, 2027 at 6 p.m. and 7:15 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

Spring Spectacular ‘27
June 1, 2027 at 7 p.m.
The Spirekingstonyouthorchestra.ca

https://kingstonsymphony.ca/pages/kingston-youth-orchestra
https://www.vinerkennedy.com/


Donors to the Kingston 
Symphony Association
September 15, 2025 - September 15, 2026

We gratefully acknowledge the donations received  
over the past year. Thank you to the donors listed below 
and those who have chosen to remain anonymous.  
The support of each and every Kingston Symphony  
donor allows us to present exceptional concerts and  
offer a variety of outreach initiatives in our community  
each season.

Encore Society
Gold Baton 
$25,000+

W.J. Henderson 
Foundation

Kingston 
Symphony 
Volunteers

Smith-
Homestead 
Foundation

Estate of  
John Weatherall

Symphonic Circle 
$10,000 - 
$24,999

Kathy Beers

Peggy Geracimo

Dr. Eric Carstens 
& Dr. Anita Krebs

Charles Milne

Estate of  
Barbara M. Parrott

Maestro Circle 
$5,000 – $9,999

Davies Charitable 
Foundation

Peter & Reine 
Dawe

Ameena & Taj 
Jaffer

Gord & Carol 
Ramer

Mark Chen & 
Mara Shaw

Charles Simonds

Marion 
Westenberg



Orchestra Circle 
$2,500 – $4,999

Bernice Huisman 
& Evan Allen

Anna & Edward 
C. Churchill 
Foundation

Estate of  
Beverley Coles

Elinor Gill 
Ratcliffe, C.M, 
O.N.L, LLD (hc)

Gunnar & Pauline 
Heissler

Mak Charitable 
Fund

Estate of Melba 
Matthews

Janice Payne

Gloria & Gavin 
Shanks

Jean & Jim Wilson

Janet Lee &  
Rob Wood

Patron 
$1,500 – $2,499

Luca Andolfatto

Marilyn E. Bennett

John & Nancy 
Burge

Dorothy & Murray 
Cotton

Victoria Vincent &  
Robert Ewart

Gord Simons &  
Helene Kommel

Crawford 
MacIntyre

Neil & Karin 
McVean

Terry & Katherine 
Murphy

Sonny & Gillian 
Sadinsky

Kathi Toth-Switzer 
& Rob Switzer

Swyrich 
Corporation

Robert H. Thomas

Lorraine & Peter 
Watson

Beth Woodley

Carol & Todd 
Wright

Friends of the 
Symphony  
Benefactor 
$800 – $1,499

Josette Arassus

Alice Baumgart

Daryl Tremain &  
Stephen 
Bonnycastle

Dieter Brueckner

Monica Muller &  
Randy Cousineau

Virginia Gordon

Elizabeth & 
Robert Harlow

Myrna Haughton

Maureen  
Farr-Eagan &  
Bob Hotrum

Axel Thesberg &  
Sharon Johnson

Dale & Sylvia 
Jones

Hollie Stewart & 
Ian Juby

Ann & Steve 
Lukits

Justin Connidis &  
Julia McArthur

Valerie & William 
McCready



Doreen Morrison

Gordon Muir

LaVerne & Tom 
Russell

Steven Salterio & 
Family

Gordon & Sandra 
Sinclair

South Family 
Fund

Kelvin & 
Catherine Tang

Kim Carter &  
Gord Thomson

Dr. David Mitchell 
& Dr. Susan Till

Rakesh & 
Bhavana Varma

Lisa & Bill Wittur

Partner 
$500 – $799

Arlene Aish

Barbara & George 
Aitken

Catherine  
Bell-Sood

Robyn Brown

Susan 
Buckingham

Eleanor 
Christopherson

Kingston Choral 
Society

Susan Cole

Allen & Barbara 
Fletcher

Daniel & Kelly 
Gilroy

Elizabeth Grier

Dr. Tanya 
Grodzinski

Beverley Harris

Joseph & Linda 
Kenney

W. Peter Kissick

Prue Teagle & 
David Kister

Juliet Milsome

Sona Moffat

Bill Park

Robert & Angelyn 
Paul

Cynthia Phipps

Estate of  
William Reynolds

Sherry & Dave 
Richardson

Doug Rooks

D.J. & M-L 
Thomson

Margaret Walker

Christopher West

Gordon & Julie 
Wight



To view a list of all donors, please visit  
https://kingstonsymphony.ca/
pages/donors

Friend 
$300 – $499

Pamela Bough

Kathleen Brady

Keith & Harriet 
Collins

Leslie Farmer

Peter Froud

Eleanor Grennell

Gordon Hall

Carl & Elizabeth 
Hamacher

John & Elizabeth 
Harrison

Andrew & Pronica 
Janikowski

Gerald McGrath

Orla & Dale 
Myrfield

Olga Oleinikow

Frank & Linda 
Poce

Lyn Rapin

Michael & Penny 
Robinson

Diane Sackfield

William & Claudia 
Stevenson

Gillian Turnbull

Susan Watt 
O’Reilly

Carolyn Woogh

In Honour

Bill & Lorna 
Hendry

Melissa Scott

Don Taylor

In Memory

Jean Beers

Ross Beers

Robert John Clark 

Arthur R.C. Cole

Beverley Coles

James Coles

Kye Dalziel

Michael Davies

George 
Stephenson 
Duncan & 
Susanne Fletcher

Andy Geracimo

Katherine Ann 
Gibson

Alan Grant

Taj Jaffer

Russell Lyon

Bobbie Frances  
Lyon-McKnight

Melba Matthews

David Notman

Suzanne 
Pasternak

John Toohey

Hans Westenberg

Denise Williams

Ursel Zeman

https://kingstonsymphony.ca/pages/donors


LISTEN. LEARN. LOVE.

Our Classic FM hosts live and work in the heart of 
our community. They know classical music and 
know how to bring you the best of it every day.

91.3 SYRACUSE  |  89.5 UTICA  |  90.9 WATERTOWN

Stream at wcny.org   •   Ask Alexa: “Play WCNY!”

(613) 389 3988
578 Cataraqui Woods Drive,

Kingston, ON
www.expediacruises.ca/Kingston

Please enter content here.

Book with those who've
been there!

We applaud  
great  
performances. 

We take pride in supporting the 
Kingston Symphony Orchestra. 

BMO Private Wealth
67 Brock Street, Kingston, Ontario 
Tel.: 1-800-558-4696

BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of 
Montreal and certain of its affiliates in providing private wealth management 
products and services. “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trademark 
of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. PC

D3
96

46

https://privatewealth.bmo.com/kingston/
https://www.wcny.org/radio/stations/classic-fm/
https://www.dominotheatre.com/
https://www.expediacruises.ca/en-CA/500024


Marin Pest is a local, 
family-run business 
providing reliable, high 
quality pest control for 
residential and commercial 
locations in Kingston and 
the area. Marin Pest is a 
proud supporter of the 
Kingston Symphony.

https://www.greaterkingstonchorus.ca/
https://kingcanfilmfest.com/
https://limestonecreamery.ca/
https://marinpest.ca/


Board of Directors
Bernice Huisman,  
President

Geoff Hendry,  
Vice President

Jon Dessau,  
Treasurer

Tanya Grodzinski 

Bibi Henson

Mirka 
Januszkiewicz 

Peter Kissick 

Mara Shaw

Catherine Tang

Kathy Beers,  
Kingston Symphony 
Volunteers Chair

Amy Dimitrov,  
Kingston Youth 
Orchestra Manager 

Hollie Stewart,  
Kingston Choral 
Society President

Mike Verner,  
Kingston Symphony 
Representative

Stephen Yates,  
Kingston Community 
Strings Manager 

Custom Itineraries

European Long Stays

Expedition, Ocean and 
River Cruising

Small Group Travel

Rose Bertoia | Travel Advisor
rbertoia@luxebyttand.com

613.532.9450 
rosebertoia.luxebyttand.com

Support Office: 1003-55 York St., Toronto, ON M5J 1R7 
416.367.8264 ext. 2839 | TICO #50021282

https://www.orchestrakingston.ca/
https://www.rosebertoia.luxebyttand.com/


Staff
Andrea Haughton,  
General Manager

Elena Baker,  
Director of 
Development

Cassie Chen,  
Director of 
Administration & 
Engagement

Karl Feuerstake,  
Orchestra Librarian

David Gazaille,  
Personnel Manager

David Smith,  
Production Manager

https://watch.wpbstv.org/show/great-performances/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23055725947&gbraid=0AAAAAC7j3YApFyUzMQ3XUN-Ku9lurqk3R&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzsjVBhC3ARIsALnMv4mgw39BfmLgDUG0jElTzXOS4zQtLSJzX-IIFaWfpvMK5BcWDj57abwaAk73EALw_wcB


The Kingston Symphony Association gratefully acknowledges 
the support of our government funding agencies, corporate 
and foundation partners, and individual donors.

www.kingstonsymphony.ca

https://www.arts.on.ca/home
https://canadacouncil.ca/
https://www.cityofkingston.ca/arts-culture-and-events/
https://artskingston.ca/
https://kingstonsymphony.ca/

